In 2013, approximately 21 percent of school-age children were in families living in poverty. The percentage of school-age children living in poverty ranged across the United States from 9 percent in New Hampshire to 33 percent in Mississippi.
. Percentage of 5-to 17-year-olds in families living in poverty, by region: 1990, 2000, and 2013 Region While the national average poverty rate for school-age children was 21 percent in 2013, the poverty rates among the states ranged from 9 percent in New Hampshire to 33 percent in Mississippi. Some 23 states had poverty rates for school-age children that were lower than the national average, 16 states plus the District of Columbia had rates that were higher than the national average, and 11 states had rates that were not measurably different from the national average. Of the 17 jurisdictions (16 states and the District of Columbia) that had poverty rates higher than the national average, 13 were located in the South.
In 2013, some 37 states plus the District of Columbia had higher poverty rates for school-age children than in 1990, while 11 states had poverty rates for school-age children that were not measurably different from those in 1990. In two states (Louisiana and North Dakota), the percentage of school-age children living in poverty was lower in 2013 than in 1990. From 1990 to 2000, the poverty rate for school-age children decreased in 38 states, while it increased in 6 states plus the District of Columbia. In 2013, the poverty rate for school-age children was higher in 43 states than it was in 2000, and it did not change measurably in the remaining 7 states and the District of Columbia during this period.
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Chapter: 1/Population Characteristics Section: Demographics Other Central American children, and 10 percentage points for Cuban children. Among Asians, the percentage of children living in poverty increased during this period by 2 percentage points for Chinese children, 3 percentage points for Filipino children, and 6 percentage points for Other Asian children, but the percentage of children living in poverty was not measurably different for the remaining Asian subgroups: Asian Indian, Japanese, Korean, and Vietnamese. Among children of Two or more races, the percentage of children living in poverty was higher in 2013 than in 2008 for all subgroups: 2 percentage points higher for White-Asian children, 3 percentage points higher for both White-Black children and White-American Indian/Alaska Native children, and 5 percentage points higher for Other children of Two or more races.
Chapter: 1/Population Characteristics Section: Demographics Among children under age 18 living in poverty in 2013, those living in a mother-only household had the highest rate of poverty (45 percent) and those living in a fatheronly household had the next highest rate (29 percent). Children living in a married-couple household had the lowest rate of poverty at 11 percent. This pattern of married-couple households having the lowest rate of poverty was observed across all racial/ethnic groups. For example, in 2013, among Black children under age 18 the poverty rates were 52 percent for children living in a mother-only household, 41 percent for those living in a father-only household, and 16 percent for those living in a married-couple household.
For all family types, the poverty rates for Black, Hispanic, and American Indian/Alaska Native children were generally higher than the national poverty rates in 2013. In contrast, the poverty rates for White and Asian children were generally lower than the national poverty rates. For example, among children living in mother-only households in 2013 the national poverty rate (45 percent) was lower than the rates for Black children (52 percent), Hispanic children (50 percent), and American Indian/ Alaska Native children (55 percent), but higher than the rates for White children (36 percent), Asian children (28 percent), and children of Two or more races (41 percent).
